ATTEMPT TO AVOID IT.
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now been hewn in the rock These slides and avalanches
come down a funnel-shaped ravine which discharges itself in
a narrow cleft, and from the rotten structure of the heights
near by, these slides, as well as the avalanches, must have
been usual from remote antiquity. So much snow comes
down at times, so narrow is the river-gorge, and so overhang-
ing are the rocks which shelter its bed from the sun, that in
exceptional years the snow remains in huge banks throughout
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the summer, and sometimes even makes a natural bridge over
the torrent for a long distance. Such a thing occurs nowhere
else on this route, and it is quite unusual anywhere.

Now the La Thuile valley, by the ancient path, was less
than six miles from the summit, and Hannibal reached the
broken place in the road on his first day's march down early
enough to try to turn the place by a circuit before camping.
This distance would agree very well with what Polybius tells
us. In attempting tlie circuit, Hannibal may have tried to enter the gorge, is a place where for "just about three
